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favour, The Rajah's son was too young to maintain CHAP.XXVL
his own right to the musnud, in the event of his
early succession to it, and the recognition of his
title by the British government seemed the most
effectual method of stopping the claims and pre-
venting the intrigues which otherwise would arise
on the Rajah's death. Sir David Ochterlony was
very urgent in supporting the wish of the Rajah
that his son should receive public and immediate
investiture from the British government, on the
grounds that the reigning prince laboured under a
disease which led to apprehensions for his life ; that
the recognition at once of the Rajah's son would
tend to check the assertion of pretensions similar to
those which had been made on the accession of Bui-
deo Singh; and that the act would be gratifying to
an ally whose adherence to principles calculated to
promote peace and good order had been exem-
plary.
The British government, however, while avowing
a desire to gratify the Rajah of Bhurtpore, hesi-
tated to comply with his request. A phrase in the
Rajah's letter to Sir David Ochterlony led to some
doubts as to the degree of relationship in which the
proposed successor to the musnud stood towards the
Rajah, and the government desired to be informed
whether there were any other members of the family
living, who could "be regarded as having a better
title than the child towards whom their protection
was invoked In reply, Sir David Ochterlony stated,
that the boy was the son of Buldeo Singh, and his